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Commodore’s Corner 
 

T he Laying up Supper was 
very well attended and 

enjoyed. Many thanks to Ian 
and Madelyn Turffrey for all their hard work.  A 
great success that we all enjoyed. 

The AGM was also well attended and we had a 
lively discussion from the floor. As a committee 
we have decided from a safety point of view to 
change the bye-law and ask everyone to wear 
Personal Flotation Devises (PFD) all year round 
as recommended by the RYA. The seasons have 
changed so we need to be aware of all the 
different winds and water temperatures which 
we have on Troy Lake throughout the year. 

The U3A had their Laying up Lunch arranged by 
Wendy Barnes on the 22nd November. A big 
thank you for all the hard work involved. Judith 
Young arranged for the Members to clean the 
club boats before Lunch, it certainly made 
a  difference. Sunglasses might have to be worn 
when boats are next used .!!!!!!!  

Now a reminder about the Christmas Lunch and 
Prizegiving to be held on Sunday 17th 
December after the Turkey Trot Pursuit Race. 
The Lunch will start at approximately 2pm. 
Further details are alongside, as to how you 
can reserve and or pay for your tickets now. 

The Committee send their Best Wishes to you 
all for the Festive Season. 

 

 

Commodore   

@rickysailing 

December 2017 

Martin Oliver 

and 

Deepa Shah 

Send an email to Ann Allen  
NOW  to reserve your meal 

Or if you would like  
to pay using PayPal  

   Or you can pick up your ‘phone,  

have a chat with Ann on  01494 785360  
then pay on the day.  

Whichever you prefer, do it before you forget. 

http://www.rscsailing.org
http://www.facebook.com/rickmansworthsailingclub
http://www.facebook.com/rickmansworthsailingclub
http://www.facebook.com/rickmanworthsailingclub
mailto:firefly3340@gmail.com
http://www.rscsailing.org/xmasLunch.php


           
 

O n Friday 24 November this photo was displayed super-size above the 
head of HRH The Princess Royal at this year’s RYA AGM and Annual 

Awards Ceremony at which Martin Smethers was presented with his RYA 
National Award. Well done Martin.  

The relevance to Rickmansworth Sailing Club is that the photo shows a Cadet 
sailing on Troy Lake. But where, I hear you say, are the club and boat house? 
It should be on the gravel headland in front of the Cadet and along the shore 
to the right of this towards and below the house. But it’s not there and that’s 
because the photo was taken in 1959-60 when the club and boat house were 
located on the north side of the lake roughly where the side gate is today. The 
photographer was standing on the end of the original pontoon.  

At the time the lake was owned by Stonecourt Ballast and they wanted the 
gravel under the club buildings and so the club had to be moved. This was 
undertaken during the winter of 1963, one of the coldest winters of the 20th 

century and this enabled much of 
the club “stuff” to be slid across the lake on the ice.  

As for the Cadet, the first junior class at the club, she was called Queen Bee. She 
was built from plywood, had cotton fore and aft sails and a silk spinnaker (not 
that either the jib or spinnaker where used that day). Man-made materials such 
as Terylene and Dacron were still to come and GRP boats were very rare. 
Indeed, plastic was still in its infancy and not yet common in ropes or fittings. 
The mast was wood with a brass sail track for the mainsail which had brass slides 
on the luff. Note the reefing pennants in the bunt of the mainsail (from whence 
the word bunting originated). The sail number also dates the photo. The K was 
the country code for the UK and the forerunner of today’s GBR. It preceded all 
British Empire countries sail numbers, country codes - Australia was KA, New 
Zealand KZ, Canada KC and so on. Only IYRU, then ISAF (now World Sailing) 

International Classes could use the country code and it was forbidden for use on National and other classes like the Firefly.  
That’s why the K on Queen Bee is where it is and the number 250 moved down the 
sail. The Cadet class had only just been granted International status the year before 
the photo and the sail numbers had been modified accordingly over the winter.  

The photo is used by the RYA in one of its PowerPoint presentations on lifejackets 
and buoyancy aids. The lifejacket shown in the photo was the Cadet Classes own 
lifejacket and especially designed for under 18s to ensure their safety in the water. 
It was mandatory to wear one when racing. The RYA presentation from 2012 uses 
the photo to illustrate how wrong the design was and how potentially dangerous it 
can be to accept safety matters at face value.  The lifejacket is made from cotton 
and kapok both of which soak up water and rot when wet. How many youngsters 
ensure their sailing kit is dried off properly after each outing? 

But none of the above explains why the photo was used by the RYA during its Award ceremony this year. The answer to 
that is that the person sailing the Cadet is a young Ken Kershaw. I was a member of Ricky from 1957 until I became an RYA 
staff member in 1974. I retired from the RYA 35 years later in 2009, but have continued much of my work for both the RYA 
and World Sailing in a voluntary capacity. For my sins, I was also presented with an RYA National Award on the same day as 
Martin.  

Much reminiscing, frivolity and fun was had putting Ricky well up the 
RYA’s list of significant clubs. I for one, and I expect Martin also, would 
like to thank Ricky for the best sailing start any youngster could have 
been given. Click alongside to go to the RYA web site   

Cheers.  

      Ken Kershaw 

PS: Congratulations also to Ken, this has to be the  
first time that two members originating from the 
same club received this Award in the same year, if 
ever. I certainly echo Ken’s thoughts about RSC, a 
great place to start. Long may it continue!    

Ken Kershaw with HRH 

Martin Smethers with HRH 

The Smethers Family together with HRH 

EVERY PICTURE TELLS  
A THOUSAND WORDS 

http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/hrh-the-princess-royal-awards-boatings-unsung-heroes.aspx
http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/hrh-the-princess-royal-awards-boatings-unsung-heroes.aspx


F irstly, a big thank you to those of you who have so far renewed your subscriptions on line by cheque or other 
ways. Over half the subscriptions have been renewed so far. If you have not done so, a further reminder will 

be sent out to those still to pay during the first week in December. Can we please remind you that there may be 
an additional charge of £25 if you have not renewed by the 1st  January 2018 (Rule 5.4). 

It is important that we have payment in time for several reasons, firstly to prevent you having to pay the extra £25 
but also so that the duty list can be compiled for next year from the correct list of members.  

Will you please take a minute to check your details are correct, if not, or if any are missing, please fill them in. Any 
problems, please contact either Martyn Hawkins or Martin Smethers and they will tell you how to do it. Will those 
of you with junior members in your membership please add their dates of birth. If you feel unable to do that 
yourself, please click here and send the information through and we will add it. If any of your details such as 
telephone numbers, email address or indeed, if you move, will you please update the information yourself. This 
will keep our records up to date. All communications will be to the address held in the database. 

One advantage is that you can look at and either save or print the up to date information  by going to the web 
site, logging into the members section and following this link: 

Congratulations to 
Rory and Miles 
Mitchell who were 
awarded their sailing 
awards on a very 
cold, Saturday 18th 
November. Five 
power boaters also 
braved the cold on 
the first day of their RYA Powerboat Level 2 course returning 

the following week to complete their training.  

Martyn Hawkins Training Principal,  
Rory and Miles Mitchell with 
Martin Smethers Instructor 

Have you signed up yet?  

If not, please do so now, click  
on the logo 
which will take you to 
where you can find all the 
information and the form to fill in 

Following the recent AGM, we will be starting a 
coaching/novice session each week from the 
spring at 10:30 to 11:30 on some Sunday 

mornings. We will have a patrol boat on the water and a 
short course set to sail.  In order to run this, we are looking 
to have a pool of volunteers who are willing to assist so 
that the OOD and team can concentrate on the other 
duties and setting up the other racing events.  If you are 
able to help and willing to be on the 10:30 to 11:30 duty list 
then please contact me.  

Boat Tags 

I am in possession of new “Red 2018” boat 
tags that need to be attached to your boats to 
show you have paid the berthing fee.  If by the 

end of December your boat is not tagged and you think it 
should be then, please put a note on the sheet in the club 
house.  Any untagged boat will be removed from the Club 
Compound and disposed of in accordance with Club 
Rule  9.2 

David Hurst 

mailto:renewals@rscsailing.org
http://www.rscsailing.org/Trojans.php


The next TROY TIMES will be 

published on the 1st January 2018.  

Deadline for copy to be included is the  

27th December 
although it would be appreciated earlier 

than the deadline please. 

£116.69 

Has been raised so far 

RYA Members  
FREE Ticket 

Click here 

Wednesday the 8th November was clear and bright. 

T he three musketeers, Paul Hills, Peter Tobin, Liam Dowling, 
arrived early to prepare the new workshop foundations ready 

for the following Saturday’s working party. 

'Digger' Paul was carrying his trusty weapon, his JCB. It must be said 
that he is in love with it. When they are both together they dance 
over the mud like two fairies. He swings her arm around and she 
gives him a gentle groan of admiration.  

Meanwhile, 'Shamrock' Tobin leans on his shovel complimenting 
the mud, and wondering where it all came from. Guinness Dowling 
was holding his baby, a great big sledge hammer. He is heard saying 
“don't worry Shamrock I won’t let them take you away”. All of a 
sudden the two paddies disappeared for a mug of tea. 

Digger Hills was seen chasing them with his girlfriend, Miss JCB. 
Come 4pm the site was closed. 

Before you start your shopping on line 
for Christmas, please take a minute to 
sign up for Easyfundraising. It is so easy 

and a good way to make money for the 
Club. And it costs you nothing. 

 We even get a credit if you just register 
and nothing else. 

Black and  White 

We have had a Black Swan visiting 
the Lake for the past few weeks, 

first one for many years 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rickmansworthsailing/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rickmansworthsailing/
https://www.rya.org.uk/membership/benefits/Pages/benefit-detail.aspx?bid=148&title=Free+member's+ticket+to+London+Boat+Show+2018
https://www.rya.org.uk/membership/benefits/Pages/benefit-detail.aspx?bid=148&title=Free+member's+ticket+to+London+Boat+Show+2018C:/Users/Martin/Documents/Add-in%20Express
http://www.rscsailing.org/14Open.phps

