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Commodore’s Corner 

T he summer sailing season is now under way, 
with three races a day, starting at 12 noon. 

There will also be semi-formal help available 
before racing starts on a Sunday. There is a What’s 
App Group set up for this, which you will be able to 
read about further on. The Wednesday evening 
series followed by a BBQ is due to start on the 15th 
May. 

The Committee asked Jonathan Carter if he would 
fill the Vice Commodore position which was left 
vacant at the AGM and I am pleased to say that he 
has accepted. We are still looking for someone to 
take over from John Thomson as Treasurer so, if 
anyone is willing to take on that role, please speak 
to either John or myself. 

Caroline Smethers is progressing well with 
arrangements for PTBO on the 19th May, you will 
be able to read more about this in this issue. If you 
have not advised her of the help you can give 
either on the day or before, then please use the 
link on page ?? to fill in your availability. 

Sunday lunches seem to have been well received, 
with an average of 15.8 being served each week. 
This is mainly down to a few ladies doing the 
cooking, many thanks to them. The last one will be 
on Sunday 5th May. After that, the BBQ can be 
used to cook your own burgers or steaks. 

Fifty one members ad guests are booked in for the 
Fitting out Supper this Saturday. 

The Committee ask you all to please try and keep 
the clubhouse tidy. We do have cleaners, but they 
are only engaged to clean and not tidy up. The 
latter because they do not know where everything 
lives; if you get something out, please, please put it 
away again. This also goes to keeping the kitchen 
clean, tidy and cups and plates being washed, dried 
and put away please. 

If so, please go the Members’ section of 
the website, find your own record and 

update the information there.  
If you have difficulty in doing so, please 

send the details to 

membership@rscsailing.org 

The Club Regatta is being resurrected this year and 
will be combined with the Summer Lunch in a 
different format to recent years. More about that 
in May, but in the meantime, please make a note 
of the date, which is Saturday 22nd June. 

Please remember that as from 1st April, you are 
required to either wera personal buoyancy or 
ensure that your boat carries one buoyancy aid for 
all those on board. The Committee do however 
suggest that your wear a lifejacket or personal 
buoyancy aid unless you are sure you do not need 
to. You are asked to read carefully the Health and 
Safety Policy on page 33 of the current Handbook. 
When flag Y is flown, it means that 
everyone afloat shall wear a buoyancy 
aid, not just those who are racing.   

This issue contains a number of QR 

codes which can be read by most 

smartphones. These links will take 

you directly to a web site without 

the need to input the URL. 

 

 

Commodore 

mailto:membership@rscsailing.org
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S unday 19th May this year is the date to add in 

to your diary for the RYA’s Push the Boat out 

day.  

For those who do not know too much about this 

scheme, it was set up a couple of years ago by the RYA 

as a Nationwide event to encourage people to take to 

the water in some form of activity, being Sailing, 

Windsurfing, Canoeing etc. as part of a series of taster 

days during May.  

RSC has run these events the past few years with last 

year some 60 new members joining the Club as a result 

of visiting the Club on our Open Day.  

This year the event is Sunday 19th May. It would be 

great to see as many people on the lake as we can and 

have as many members on hand to talk with visitors 

and to assist in some way.  

If you are free for any part of Sunday (and or also 

Saturday 18th to help the club get ready), please click 

on the link below and complete how you would be able 

to help  

Any time you can spend in any way before or after the 

event would be much appreciated 

Shortly, there will be a supply of posters (various sizes) 

and leaflets available in the clubhouse which we would 

love you to take and distribute amongst local 

establishments (offices, libraries, pubs, shops, 

restaurants, schools or clubs etc). Please take some and 

help to spread the word. The event will also be 

advertised on the website and the Facebook page for 

you to share with your network. Please try and 

encourage as many people as you can to attend. 

Four final requests I have are: 

 Does anyone has a gazebo that they can lend us 
for the weekend apart from those who have 
replied? 

 Does anyone have any prizes they may be able to 
offer for a raffle? 

 Would you be able to make a cake that we can 
serve on the PTBO day itself? 

 Does anyone have any contacts in the local 
media? 

If you have any questions or would 

like to get more information, please 

contact me by clicking here to send 

me an email. 

Thank you. 

 Caroline Smethers 

A t our last work party I felt we should conduct 

a general spring clean in the club house and 

boat shed. In the club house we put all the lost 

property out for members to help themselves to 

any thing they could use. Over the weekend most 

of the items have now found new homes. We have 

decorated some ceiling panels, doors, tidied cables 

and replaced and reattached facers on the club 

house front. It now looks a lot better.  

In the boat shed a big tidy up has taken place 

including removing all kayaks and canoes into 

racking out side freeing up much needed space, 

thanks to Jonathan Carter. Now spring is hear we 

will be moving out side to keep the grass in check 

and Alcatraz under control.  

Without members giving their time and skills we 

would be in a much worse state. thank you again 

for all your help. 

 

Ian Turffrey 

Works 

mailto:ptbo@rscsailing.org
https://www.cognitoforms.com/MS53/pushtheboatout19thmay2019volunteerinformation
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Working Party  
Saturday 27th April,  

09:00 - 13:00 
The list of jobs will be emailed  

nearer the time 

Please sign up to easyfundraising and help us 

raise FREE funds for Rickmansworth Sailing 

Club when you're doing your everyday shopping 

online. THIS IS FREE MONEY FOR US! Plus, 

when you raise your first £5, easyfundraising will 

match it!! This short video explains how simple it is 

and it doesn't cost you anything –  

http://efraising.org/cv1Wj5Bman. 

Sign-up using our unique link and search for 

Rickmansworth Sailing Club: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/Y0L1OO/

Z93BKV  

£201.39 

Has been raised so far 

T he first Trojans session is nearly here, 
Saturday 6th  April.  

Thank you to those who have already returned the 
forms that were emailed out. If you are intending 
to come along and haven’t, please can you let me 
know if you are planning on attending.  

Hopefully the weather will be kind to us and the 
day will run as follows: 

• 11 - 12pm Session for 4 > 8year olds on the 
water 

• 12 - 1.30pm BBQ lunch (weather permitting) 
• 1.30 - 2pm Briefing/boat allocation/rigging 
• 2 - 3pm Hour of organised activities 
• 3 - 4pm Hour of free sailing 
• 4pm Pack boats away 

I will email a reminder nearer the day with an 
update on plans, depending on the weather 
forecast. 

Louise 

07970 667938 

http://efraising.org/cv1Wj5Bman.
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/Y0L1OO/Z93BKV
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/Y0L1OO/Z93BKV
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rickmansworthsailing/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rickmansworthsailing/
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A s is often the case, the bar is not always 
manned. If this is the case, please ring the 

bell and a committee member will hopefully 
attend to you as soon as they can, or whoever 
is in the kitchen will pop their head round. 

Please make sure that if the bar is unmanned, 
the cash box is not left open and on display. 
Put it under a shelf, likewise, the bar store 
doors should always be closed. We do not 
want outsiders just walking in and helping 
themselves. This also applies to the other cash 
boxes, such as in the galley and the boat hire 
boxes. 

Also, please remember that junior members 
are not allowed behind the bar or in the bar 
store.  

In case of FIRE, 
the Assembly 
point is in the 

car park,  
near Alcatraz 

OOD Refresher Session 

Ring for Service 

1) Speak to the Ambassador or Duty Officer and 
select a boat to hire 

2) Complete the Usage/Payment Log which is 
usually behind the bar 

3) Note any damage evident BEFORE you use the 
boat 

4) Pay the appropriate amount 
5) When you finish, please note any damage or 

breakages that occurred whist you were using 
the boat 

6) Remember to read the Statement of Risk and 
sign the form before you sail. 

Use of Club Dinghies 

 

Caroline Webb will be running a refresher 
course for OODs and Duty Team members 
on Sunday 7th April from 10:00 - 10:45. 
Please make every effort to attend so you 
are up to date with the procedures. 

http://www.mby.com/videos/how-to/video-use-kill-cord-properly
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T he Club is not just open for Sunday Sailing. We have 
lots of days set aside for training and other events.  

Today, many people have varied working schedules, 
such as Police or Ambulance. There are lots of 
organisations that operate around the clock. This 
means their 'time off' occurs mainly in the week. 

Well, members now can relax on the water during the 
week. The U3A (which is a social organisation) uses our 
lake on a regular basis. So if you want to 'chill out' join 
in on one of the mid weeks dates which can be found 
on page 27 of the Club Handbook. The Club will be 
open from 13:00 to 16:30. 

Come for a sail or just sit and have a glass wine or a 
pint of Rebellion at only £3.50 a pint OR just come 
down and do a few jobs to help maintain the Club. 

House and Social 

Exciting News – New Partnership 

With Rickmansworth Sailing Cub 

W e are proud to announce we will be working 
alongside Rickmansworth Sailing Club at their 

base at Troy Lake, West Hyde, Hertfordshire, WD3 9YB. 
This is actually only about 500 metres along the canal 
from the weir at Harefield. 

We are currently in the process of fencing off an area in 
their car park to use as a canoe store, once we have 
done this, sometime in April, we will move all our 
slalom and Wild Water Racing sessions to start from 
there. We will of course keep you informed. Big thank-
you to those of you who helped us clear this site last 
year, sorry it has taken a bit longer than originally 
planned. 

This is a great opportunity for The Sharks, having a base 
at Harefield will mean we can offer more sessions more 
often, which means more fun, better results and 
generally a win for everybody. The entrance to the Club 
is from Denham Way, A412, postcode is WD3 9YB, 
between Denham and Maple Cross, or as we have 
already said it is about a 500m walk along the canal 
from the Coy Carp.  

to read all about this on The 
Sharks website … and find out 
more about what they do or 

S unday lunches are going well, perhaps you have 
sampled one in the two months we have been 

doing them. The only problem is the cooking of them, 
though not difficult, it seems to fall on the same four 
pairs of shoulders; we would like to ask if any of you 
would be prepared to come and cook lunch on the odd 
Sunday?  We are coming to the end of the season for 
lunches now, the last one will be on Sunday 5th May 
but we hope to resume probably in October, so if you 
would be prepared to have a go then please let me 
know so I can add you to our rota.  

There will be lunch available at the 14, Firefly and Solo 
Open Meetings to be held over the weekend of 11th 
and 12th May. The following Sunday, 19th May at Push 
the Boat Out we intend to have a Barbeque. The BBQ 
will be available on Sundays throughout the summer so 
that you can cook your own food or purchase a burger 
from the bar and cook your own.  

Our next social event will be held on Saturday 
22nd June, The Club Regatta with Lunch and we are just 
starting to plan the Lunch menu and finalise 
arrangements for booking etc., which will appear in the 
next Troy Bulletin. Our Spring clean working party last 
weekend was successful, there were only two of us 
present and then another member joined us, but we 
had a good day and managed to tidy and wash out all 
the cupboards in the kitchen and we cleared all the bits 
of clothing left by members during the last year from 
both the changing rooms.   

Sue Smethers 

http://www.thesharks.org.uk/exciting-news-new-partnership/
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T he Club Regatta is an event 

planned for the whole family 

much like a school sports day, there 

will be something for everyone from 

the egg and spoon race to the 100m 

Sprint. So please support the Club 

Regatta whatever your level of 

sailing ability. 

The day is likely to include: 

 Mini sailing races  

 Rigging races 

 Paddle races 

 A Trophy race. 

Jottings from the  
Sailing Secretary 

A list of the events will be at the Club for you to sign up for and a full programme with 
event timings will be available before the event. Please send any suggestions you may have 
to me at xcarolinewebb@btinternet.com 

Hopefully we will have enough entries to divide some categories into Junior, Adult and 
Parent and Junior.  

This year, the format for the Annual Summer Lunch is being changed and will be 
incorporated with the Regatta in the hope that this will be a Family Lunch for all ages. 
Those who have been used to the more traditional lunches will still be very welcome and 
we will arrange for food to suit all tastes. Exact details, costs and booking arrangements 
will be announced in due course. 

The Sailing Instructions have been changed to reflect the new requirements for the 
wearing or carrying of personal Buoyancy. You can find these on the web site if you 

Duty reminders for April 
or 

http://www.rscsailing.org/documents/sailingInstructions2019.pdf
mailto:xcarolinewebb@btinternet.com
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Training at RSC …. in 2019 

We still need you   
  Are you a good sailor?  
 We can turn you into a RYA 
 instructor 

 RYA Instructor?  
 Don’t be shy  - go on, join 
 the team today! 

  Powerboat driver?  
 Come along to keep us safe 
 while we train. 

running and feel free to contact Martin Smethers if 
you’re interested in doing this very worthwhile 
training and there isn’t a date to suit you. 

RSC’s fourth season as a RYA Recognised Training Centre 
We’re busy preparing our calendar for the year.  Dates should shortly 
be published on the website for sailing and for the 
moment we’re going to try to run powerboat 
courses when we have enough students interested. 

Just as a reminder we can offer RYA Powerboat 
Level2 and Safety Boat – we will also be offering free 
in-house courses aimed at improving boat handling skills for those 
who don’t want to commit to a full-blown RYA qualification. 

Please email Jane if you’re interested in any of our power boat 
offerings.  

If you’re interested in any of the above please contact me (Martyn Hawkins) or Jane Hawkins 

We hope to offer an online booking system for our 
sailing courses. Like the rest of the website it’s 
handwritten by me and, as with any coding, there 
are unexplained difficulties and I’ve just spent 
several hours today getting some boiler plate code 
(that has functioned happily for years in another 
webpage) to perform properly in a new location! 

It should make booking a much easier experience 
(famous last words!) for “customer” and “staff” 
when it is in place. I’ll be making an announcement 
when it is up and running. 

If it works nicely, we’ll expand it to the power side 
of things…. Maybe! 

Jane has been getting herself into her new role and 
I’m really grateful for her assistance (and more 
pleased with what Graham has done over his years 
in post, thanks Graham!). Please bear with us while 
we find our way forward. 

Many thanks to those of you who have had and 
responded to her emails – we’ll be in touch shortly 
with arrangements – if you haven’t replied yet, 
we’d love to hear from you. 

We’re hoping to have some newly (or “renewly”) 
qualified instructors assisting this year, watch out 
for announcements to come on that front. 

I’ve been in touch with our RYA inspector for the 
year and will look forward to welcoming her to the 
club sometime in the summer so that she can 
check that we’re operating as we should be. As 
always I’m really pleased with the level of support 
offered by the club and am confident that, yet 
again, we will pass with flying colours. 

Don’t forget that we can offer First Aid courses: 
have a look at the calendar to see if any are 

“ Staff “ Once again our thanks to all who  
help with training, we do appreciate it and  

couldn’t do it without you. 

If you want to book in for a  

RYA FIRST AID Course,  

please let Martin know.  

As soon as we have a minimum of 

SIX participants,  

a date can be arranged.  

Please contact Martin for further 

information or email 

martin@smethers.co.uk 

The cost for Club Members is £50 

This certificate is accepted 

for First Aid at Work 

requirements. 

mailto:training@rscsailing.org
mailto:training@rscsailing.org
mailto:martyn_hawkins@hotmail.com
mailto:martyn_hawkins@hotmail.com
mailto:training@rscsailing.org
mailto:martin@smethers.co.uk
mailto:martin@smethers.co.uk
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Membership 

H i Everyone. I’m very happy to say that we have 
finally finished getting all the renewals in for 

2018 with only a handful of members deciding to 
leave.  The reasons for this were predominantly 
because of either moving away or not feeling they 
were able to use the club enough to justify the 
cost.   

I’d like to welcome Neil Arpin and Neal Underwood 
– both canoeists – as new members, and also 
Claire Maclean who has decided to return to the 
club after a year or so away. Great news! 

We are just about to put into action the rolling 
system of new memberships where people can join 
at any time of the year with no problems of having 
to work out how much they should pay for the few 
months between joining and the end of October 
which has been the current renewal date. This 
should make things much easier. 

We’ve done a great job of recruiting new members, 
especially at the last two PTBOs, and hope to keep 
our membership growing. As lots of the members 
we get are new to sailing our biggest challenge is 
keeping them engaged and involved in the 
club.  We’re realistic when we tell them about 
training but, understandably, some don’t want to 
wait and want to get on the water.  

Even after those who can wait are trained, they 
need encouragement and support so last season on 
a Sunday morning before racing, we’ve promoted 
sailing coaching and practicing.  As it is now, it 
doesn’t work very well.  Experienced sailors don’t 
necessarily come to the club until they need to rig 
their boat up which is usually about 11.00am.  So 
what is happening is that if they do come down at 
10ish, there’s nobody to help, and those who 
would like and appreciate some help come along 
and there’s nobody around to help them.  

For this reason, I’ve set up a WhatsApp 
group – rsc@Sundaysailingpractice - so 
that both experienced sailors who would 
be prepared to offer help on an ad hoc 

basis, and novices, can put posts up on the site 
either offering help on any given day, or asking if 
anyone is available to help. 

This could be help not just for sailing, but rigging up 
a boat, rules of racing, rescue boat etc. So the 
bottom line is, if there are any experienced sailors 
out there prepared to join this  group, or any 
novices who feel they could do with some extra 
help, please let me know and I can add you. 

Thank you so much in advance.  

FOR SALE 

Sturdy Solo  
• Sail number 2796 

• Nice craft with two (2) sails 

and trolley. 

• Needs new cover. 

• Hardly used due to other 

commitments.  

• Ideal starter boat in good 

condition. 

• Mooring fee paid until 

1st  November 2019 

Only £250 

Contact Sue Davies on 07831 401749 

 sue@rscsailing.org 
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If you are able to help during this 
weekend and have not already 

told us, please click below and fill 
in your details. Thank you. 

You should all have 
received a Club 
Handbook in the post 
by now. Only one copy 
is sent to each family.  
However, each full 
member is entitled to 
a copy so, if you need 
an extra copy, please 
collect one from 
Sue Davies when you 
see her at the Club 
next. 

Club Handbook 

Data base information 

In an endeavour to bring make our records more 

complete, we would appreciate it if you would 

include the approximate date that you joined the 

Club. If you cannot remember exactly, please 

enter 01/01/?? and guess at the year. To do this, 

follow these steps: 

1] Log into the web site 

2] Go to your name and click on it 

3] 

 

4] 

 

 

 

 

5] Go to the bottom of the page and 

click   ‘Save Changes’ 

  

Open Meeting Weekend. 

Would you like to help? 

Saturday 11th 

Sunday 12th May 

Saturday 11th May 

Sunday 12th May 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/MS53/openmeeting11th12thmay2019
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Club Dinghy  

Hire Fees 

per session 

Double handed dinghy - £10 

Single handed dinghy - £5 

Kayaks - No charge 
Please be sure to sign the Boat Hire Book 

behind the bar so that we have a record 

of the usage and gear problems.  

This also includes a declaration  

which is required for insurance purposes 

How about having a go at testing your rules knowledge?  
Try answering this scenario and send you answers to 

competition@rscsailing.org  
A free pint of Rebellion beer (or equivalent) will be 

awarded to the winner with the correct answer, when 
drawn. Entries to be in by the 28th April 2019 please. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg84.pdf
mailto:competition@rscsailing.org
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£21 inc VAT 

Polo Shirt 

£21 inc VAT 

RSC Logo on left breast 
RSC Website beneath the collar line on back 

 
Personalisation can be done at extra cost, contact John Ashton 

 on 07779 800424 to discuss details and costs 

ORDER FORM 

Item Quantity Size Price 

    

    

    

    

 Total amount due £ 

How to pay and order 
1) Complete the order form above, include price and calculate the TOTAL amount to pay 

2) Pay by BACS transfer to  
Rickmansworth Sailing Club    
Sort Code: 30-15-95     Account Number: 00056128  
and mark payment reference as CLOTHING 

3) Scan and send your completed order form to:   John Ashton at john@vja.me.uk 

4) Complete your details below 

Size XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 6XL 

Chest to fit (ins) 34-36” 36-38” 38-40” 40-42” 42-44” 44-46” 46-48” 48-50” 50-52” 52-54” 

Polo shirts only in 

5XL and 6XL 

Name  Telephone: 

Email address  

You will be advised when your clothing is ready for you to collect from the Club 

£10 inc VAT 

Not included in 
the price of a 

Fleece or Sweat 
shirt. 

mailto:john@vja.me.uk
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Publication Final copy date 

July 2019 28th June 2019 

October  2019 27th September 2019 

January 2020 27th December 2019 

  

May 2019 26th April 2019 

June 2019 26th May 2019 

August 2019 26th July 2019 

September 2019 27th July 2019 

November 2019 27th October 2019 

December 2019 28th November 2019 


