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July 2018 

   

Some of the images have hyperlinks to external sites or documents 

Commodore’s Corner 

T he Committee has been running understrength 
for a while and have recently co-opted 

Briony Brock onto the Committee for the 
remainder of the year when she can be elected at 
the AGM.  

The  last Trojan afternoon was very well attended. 
We had a good number of young members and 
parents there. Claudia Wilson worked hard 
arranging sailing, power boat and kayaking  trips 
including a "treasure hunt". 

All the youngsters were very happy and content. 
Good break with snacks and a drink at half time. 

The working party on the 16th June was well 

attended. Peter Tobin organised all the jobs with 
very good results. You can now enter the "Starting 
Box" without swallowing cobwebs “hopefully". 
I am a good "old scrubber". YES,YES No comments, 
thank you !!!! 

The Summer Lunch was attended by 33 members 
and visitors. Robin Wilson worked very hard 
organising the event, supported by Sue Smethers, 
Madelyn Turffrey, Celia Tobin and Janet Burke 
along with others who provided some of the food. 

 

 

Commodore 

 

RYA FIRST 

AID 

COURSE 
 

SUNDAY 15th JULY 

Please contact 

Martin Smethers for further 

information or email 

training@rscsailing.org 

The cost for Club Members is £50 

This certificate is accepted 

for First Aid at Work 

requirements. 

Wednesday Evening race  
starts every week at 19:15 

Followed by a BBQ  
Bring your own food to cook.  
The Bar will be open all 
evening. 

If you have recently joined the Club or have 
been a member for a while, you may be 
wondering how the Club operates, where 
things are kept, what other members’ roles are, 
how to take advantage of a Club Boat? If so, 
then come along to a FAMILIARISATION 
session on these and other aspects of Club life. 

SUNDAY 15th JULY  

1000 - 1130 in the Clubroom.  

FREE tea and coffee provided. 
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T he Training 
Team needs 
your help 

please. We have 
welcomed many 
members over the 
last few months 
and most of them 
are anxious to 
learn to sail or 
improve their 
skills. This can only 
be good for the Club in the long term. However, 
there is one major drawback and that is the lack of 
members who have offered to assist with the 
training sessions. 

You do not have to be a qualified Dinghy 
Instructor, if you are a competent sailor and might 
enjoy a day in a boat with a couple of people, then 
please come and help us. We can quickly train and 
certify you as an Assistant Instructor, able to teach 
the basics of sailing. If that isn’t for you then  you 
can be shore based, teaching theory, which allows 
those who are able to get afloat to use their skills 
on the water. If you are happier teaching the 
practical side afloat, then there are opportunities 
for that. 

There is also so much to do ashore in order to 
make the day run smoothly, such as rigging boats, 
fixing this and that, answering questions and much 
more. You do not have to be a good sailor to do 
some of these tasks. Everyone can offer 
something. 

The plea therefore is, if you have only one 
Saturday spare, that would be a great help. If you 
think that you can assist in any way, then please do 
speak to Martyn Hawkins, Graham Smith, 
Martin Smethers or any member of the training 
team. Dates for the training sessions booked so far 
are on the web site. 

Those members who have been through the 
programme should not be put off by their limited 
experience, every little helps and many hands 
make light work.  

So, if you are interested in 
helping and at the same time 
speed up the process for those 
members waiting for training, 
we look forward to hearing 
from you. You may well be approached 
individually, but please do not wait for us to talk to 
you, get in first. 

Thank you 

James Sinclair, Jonathan Carter and John Ashton (Instructors), 
John Byrne, Wayne Moran and Glen Walkley Stubbs  

being presented with their  
RYA Level 1 Certificates by Jonathan and John  

after completing their course on the 23rd June. 

As well as the Summer Lunch on the 23rd June, 
there were ten members undertaking training for 
their RYA Level 1 certificates. Four of them 
successfully passed on this, the second of two 
sessions. Congratulations to them all. Others will 
hopefully follow shortly. 

Graham  encouraged those who have just qualified 
to get further experience by coming down to the 
casual training sessions supported by club 
members on a Sunday morning starting at 1000 
and finishing in time to enter the first race at 
12noon.  Club boats can be hired in the usual way. 

The following Saturday, 30th June, another turnout 
of 10 trainees saw some good sailing in very hot 
conditions and more certificates awarded. 

 

 
Steve Forrester being 
awarded his RYA Level 2 
by instructor  
David Matthews 

 

 

 

 

 

Megan Cochrane being 
awarded with her  

RYA Level 1 Certificate  
by  instructor Nigel Heeler 
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S aturday 23rd June dawned with the prospects 
of being a very sunny and  warm summer day. 

Just perfect for the annual Members’ Summer 
Lunch and so it turned out to be just that. 

Thirty four members 
and guests assembled 
and were greeted 
with a glass of ‘fizz’, 
then off to the bar to 
get a top up. Robin 
Wilson had organised 
a superb cold spread, with the help of 
Madelyn Turffrey, Sue Smethers, Celia Tobin and 

Janet Burke who 
provided beautifully 
sliced roast beef. 
Everyone soon filled 
their plates and sat 
down to enjoy the 
meal and have a 

good natter over lunch, doubtless about times past 
and present. 

 

Ann Allen, Commodore, 
presented Robin with  a 

floral presentation in 
gratitude for her valiant 

efforts. 

 

The original lunches were called The Ladies’ Lunch 
and were a way of raising a lot of money for 
various requirements i.e. the Weed Cutter Dock 
was one, plus some items in the kitchen which 
included crockery. Rickmansworth had a 
reputation for good food at that time and this 
continues to this day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We used to ask the ladies from other sailing clubs 
to come and join us and we received like 
invitations from them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bar was ably manned by Keith Allen and 
Paul  Hills, with Alastair Wilson lending a hand with 
the washing up and his daughter Claudia (Robin’s 
grand daughter) assisting with some waitressing 
and washing up. Lunch concluded with a cup of 
coffee and talk about next years lunch. 

http://www.rya.org.uk/knowledge-advice/environmental-advice/Pages/invasive-non-native-species.aspx
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3rd -  
Caroline Webb 

and Briony Brock 

RSC 

2nd -  
Steve and 

Madeline Greaves 

RSC 

FIREFLY TROPHY 

1st -  
Stuart and Robbie Hudson 

Spinnaker 

RICKMANSWORTH 
TROPHY 

2nd - John Watling 
and Alastair Wilson 

RSC 

RICKMANSWORTH 
TROPHY 

1st - James and 
Sam Vaughan 

RSC 

RICKMANSWORTH 
TRANSOM 

Chris and Lois Barlow 

Shearwater SC 

SOLO OPEN 

1st 

Godfrey Clark 

Fishers Green SC 

2nd 

Tim Lewis 

Island Barn SC 

3rd 

Paul Johnson 

RSC 
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In case of FIRE 
the Assembly 
point is in the 

car park,  
near Alcatraz 

S everal visitors joined members of the 
home fleet for the Rickmansworth Firefly 
open on the 12th May. 

The event was sailed in light winds beginning dry but 
ending very wet! 

After a very welcome free bacon butty, race one saw 
Steve Greaves crewed by daughter Maddie hold the 
lead from Stuart and son Robbie Hudson. 

Race two was a closer battle between the same boats 
with the Hudsons coming out on top after much place 
changing. 

T his year our I4 Open was joined by 
Fireflies on Saturday and Solos on 

Sunday, which made for a full weekend 
of Sailing and entertainment for the 
spectators.  

Race one started at 3pm in light rain with little 
wind, seven 14’s struggled to the start, James 
Vaughan, Alastair Wilson and Andy Hunter made a 
good start leaving the rest of the fleet to follow, 
only to round the windward mark incorrectly! This 
error opened the door to the following 5 boats 
correctly. 

That evening the race team put on a great spread 
and we all spent the evening telling past 14 stories 
helped by the odd pint!!! 

Race two on Sunday at 11 am was dry but still little 
wind. James and Alastair pulled away from the rest 
of the fleet leaving followers to fight for lower 
places. The main race after lunch went much the 
same way as the morning race with James and 
Alastair leaving the lower places up for grabs. The 
following four boats changed places but could not 
catch the two leading boats. James finally finished 
1st with Alastair 2nd. 

The final results were James Vaughan 1st winning 
the Rickmansworth Trophy and Edward Allen 
winning the Transom Trophy.  

Many thanks were extended to our race team and 
the 14 owners  who competed in this event. 

In race three, the Hudsons persevere in a dying breeze 

and increasing drizzle to win, with Caroline Webb and 

Briony Brock 2nd. 

The fleet then hurried ashore for delicious cake and tea. 

Many thanks to the Club for putting on the event and 

for their fantastic hospitality. 

Overall results: 
1st  Tanglefoot   
 Stuart and Robbie Hudson  Spinnaker Club 
2nd  Cumulus  
 Steve and Madeline Greaves  RSC 
3rd  Playing Possum  
 Caroline Webb and Briony Brock   RSC 
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I t was with much trepidation that on the evening of 
Friday 18th of May, I checked the weather, hoping 

the forecast for Sunday was going to be in our favour. It 
showed lots of sun and a little wind. Perfect; I relaxed a 
little then! Everything was in hand, all you amazing 
volunteers were chomping at the bit to get going... 
Rickmansworth Sailing Club’s Open Day was nearly 
here! Zoom to Saturday evening and David asking 
“What time shall I pick you up?” He was not impressed 
when I said “8am please”... 

Dawn broke on Sunday morning and it was a beautiful 
day! YES!! The Club started to fill with members all 
coming down to offer their services, skills and help. 
Once again, you were all awesome. You turned up, set 
up seamlessly and the day got going. People came 
through the gate before 11am!!! That was a good sign! 

There was so much going on during the day. We had 
sail boat trips, powerboat trips, games, training advice, 
Trojan information, BBQ, Tea, coffee and cake, crafting, 
raffle, RLSS and their 1st aid ‘bodies’ and of course 
Rebellion on tap! 

More and more people flooded in through the gate, 
warmly welcomed to RSC by our friendly commentator, 
reminding everyone that they needed sun cream, 
buoyancy aids, food and drink. Shame I forgot to put it 
on my three kids. Such a bad mum!!! 

At one point I stood upstairs and looked around. The 
lake was full of dinghies, powerboats, kayaks, canoes, 
paddleboards, a pedalo and swimmers! It was the most 
amazing sight to see. Children were laughing and 
shouting, adults relaxing and enjoying themselves. The 
car park was heaving, people were arriving but not 
leaving!!! It was fantastic.  

There were club members everywhere making sure 
that things ran smoothly. They were YOU!!! Thank you. 

I love numbers... For all you fellow figure geeks out 
there... Here goes! 

Firstly there were 165 people recorded as coming 
through the gate. This is absolutely amazing, and even 
more amazing when you count people who didn't sign 
in but came along, a couple were members who came 
to enjoy the day, but most were non members who 
slipped through the net, so we can add another 20 
people that I counted to that 165, there may have even 
been more!!! Wowser. 185 guests is awesome. When 
you add to that all the volunteers we can bump up the 
figure of people who enjoyed our club on Sunday to... 
235 people... I don't know what to say to that... It is 
truly awesome! 

Looking into things a little more. Peter and Sue were 
trying really hard to record the numbers of people on 
the water. They managed to record that 116 people 
went out in a boat from the 14 pontoon, which is 
fantastic. What they couldn't see was the amount of 
people who were going out in the Picos and the Oppies 
from the Firefly pontoon. Two Picos and two Oppies 
were barely still all day. 

John Thomson was overseeing the four kayaks we got 
out at the start of the day. By about 11:30 these kayaks 
had been joined by canoes, other kayaks and 
paddleboards and later in the day a little pedalo. Again 
these were in constant use. With either one, two or 
more people on them. Kids were in the water most of 
the day. There was so much laughter and happiness, it 
was brilliant. 

I have the number of new members in my hand too. 
We have welcomed a fabulous 22 people on the day. 
There are four individuals and five families, 12 of these 
came from word of mouth, eight came from the local 
press and posters dotted around and one via the 
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Use of Club Dinghies 
Club Dinghy Hire Fees 

per session 

Double handed dinghy - £10 

Single handed dinghy - £5 

Kayaks - No charge 
Please be sure to sign the Boat Hire Book behind 

the bar so that we have a record of the usage 
and gear problems.  

This also includes a declaration which is 
required for insurance purposes. 

1) Speak to the Ambassador or Duty Officer and 
select a boat to hire 

2) Complete the Usage/Payment Log which is 
usually behind the bar 

3) Note any damage evident BEFORE you use the 
boat 

4) Pay the appropriate amount 
5) When you finish, please note any damage or 

breakages that occurred whist you were using 
the boat 

6) Remember to read the Statement of Risk and 
sign the form before you sail 

 

This specimen of 21lbs was  

landed a couple of years ago 

“Rob” with the 31lb Carp  

he landed in May this year 

website. There have been a number who signed up in 
the month following too.  

With regards to the Training 
side of things, Graham had 
a few forms handed in on 
the day and a couple come 
back over the last couple of 
days, this training income 
really swells our 
membership, and we are 
now seeing lots of last years 
'students' coming more 
often and getting out on the 
water. 

Trojans saw 10 people express an interest. Claudia and 
Briony were amazed to have about 25 youngsters 
come to the June Trojan meeting.  

YOU guys are amazing. All the new members have 
joined because of YOU!!!! 

Thank you all for putting up with being "Amy'd" yet 
again. I'm sure it won't be the last time!!  
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Wow  what can I say?  We have had a 
record number of new members 

joining Rickmansworth Sailing Club after our very 
successful PTBO Open Day back on 20th May. 
At the moment this is totalling 30+ and rising.  So I 
would like to give a very warm welcome to all 
those concerned.  Some of you are already 
experienced sailors and wanted to join because 
you like the whole essence of our club.  But there 
are many of you who are wanting to learn the 
sport and get on board with our Training 
Team.  The places are filling up fast and so I guess 
that can get a bit frustrating.   

However, if you can get up at a reasonable time on 
a Sunday morning, we have coaching and sailing 
practice from 10.00 until approximately 11.30 
when the Ambassador of the day can help find you 
an experienced member to take you out in a 
double hander dinghy and show you the ropes.  It 
will not only get you started and help give you 
confidence on the water, but it will also give you a 
head start for your training sessions. 

As a novice, you may also feel unsure of taking the 
helm in a singe hander boat but would like to find 
someone to crew for during the racing.  We have a 
board (with two columns) which will usually be 
either in the clubhouse, or just outside where you 
will be able to put down your name in the first 
column stating you want to crew for 
someone.  Equally, sailors who are short of a crew 
can put down their name in the second 
column.  This will hopefully give everyone a chance 
of some practice. 

Thank you to everyone. 

There have been 
several new members  
this month, they are: 

 

Frank and Marcella POTTS  
with their children Liam and Emily.    

Graham RILEY 

and 

Romulo Vinhas CHAVES 
and Valeria MOLINARI 

You are welcome at any time, please make 
yourselves known and you will be well 

received and made very welcome. 

Y ou may have seen some work going on as you 
come over the bridge into the car park. This is 

another organisation that we have entered into 
partnership with. If you click on the logo above, 
you will find more information about The Sharks 
Club. 

So far, they have started 
to clear away the 
eyesore that we have 
seen for many years just 
onside the car park. They 
will then be ensuring 

that the base is suitable for a structure that will 
house their canoes and associated equipment. 
They will then move the storage from their current 
location by The Coy 
Carp Inn to us. They 
then plan to clear the 
river from the bridge 
to the junction of the 
Troy Cut, by the 
footbridge, so that 
they can paddle from 
the storage facility to 
The Coy Carp, where 
they carry out their 
activities. 

Once established, they will not be impinging on our 
activity and the number of vehicles will be very 
few. Neither will they at this stage, have access to 
the Club compound or Clubhouse, although this 
may come in the future. 

L ast week, some of you 
may have seen this 
vehicle in the car park. 

We were approached a few 
weeks ago by the company 
who manufacture this 
equipment to see if they 

could demonstrate it to 
potential customers from a 
Search and Rescue 
Conference held last week 
in London. This added a 
nice figure to the Club 
funds for very little effort 
on our part. For more 
information on the ride, 
ask Amy, she was Sherp’d, 

http://www.thesharks.org.uk/help-us-create-our-own-boat-store-in-harefield/
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Competitors failing to comply with this rule will be subject to 
disqualification without a hearing. Wetsuits and dry suits DO 
NOT constitute personal buoyancy.  Flag Y will not be flown. 
This changes rule 40 

3.4   Each team shall comprise of one boat, single-handed or 
crewed and with or without other passengers   

3.5   Eligible boats shall have only one hull with an overall 
length not exceeding 5000 mm, and a Portsmouth Number 
(PN)  not less than 1000 as defined in YR2. 

4  Notices to competitors 
Notices to competitors will be posted on the official club 
notice board. 

5  Crew and crew changes 
5.1   Each boat may be controlled by an unlimited number of 
different crews during the race as long as they have been 
named on the sign on sheet held by the race team. 

5.2   Each boat’s crew shall change at least every 60 minutes 
and crew must not sail in the same boat for at least 150% of 
the last time sailed. e.g. Sail 1 hour then not permitted in a 
race entered boat for 60+ 30  minutes. 

5.3  Each helm many only sail in a maximum of 3 boats as a 
helm This doesn’t prevent said crew from sailing in another 
team, as long as rule 5.2 is adhered to except when rule 5.4 
applies. 

5.5   Crew changes shall take place at the Firefly pontoon 
only.  Whilst in this area rule 42 does not apply. 

6  Alterations to the sailing instructions 
Any alterations to the sailing instructions will be posted on 
the official club notice board at least 30 minutes before the 
race. 

7  Signals made ashore 
7.1  Signals made ashore will be displayed on the club main 
mast. 

7.2  Postponed races will be indicated with flag AP with two 
sound signals. 

7.3  The warning signal will be made not less than 1 minute 
after AP is lowered. 

7.4  If the race has to be suspended flag F with 4 sound 
signals will be flown 

8  Schedule of races 
The start time will be approximately 11:00. 

9  Class Flags 
This is an open race for any RSC permitted boat or class. 

10  Racing area 
The racing area  is the whole lake with the exception of the 

area between Boat Dock and club house; 14 Pontoon after 
the race start 

11  Course 
11.1  The course will be displayed on the club course board 
at least 20 minutes before racing commences.  It will be 
described both pictorially and listed by mark. The list shall 
take precedent.  This amends rule 27.1. 

11.2  The marks, may be a mixture of the fixed marks and 
any movable marks the Race Officer (RO  deems necessary in 
order to provide a reasonable course. 

11.3  The marks may be moved during the race. Rule 33 shall 
not apply. 

12  The Start 
12.1  Racing shall commence using rule 26, with the warning 
signal given 5 minutes before the relevant starting signal. 

12.2  The start line may be either between the club main 
mast and a mark, or a mast on the committee boat and a 
mark. An inner distance mark may be used. 

12.3  Boats whose warning signal has not been made shall 
avoid the starting area. 

12.4  A boat starting later than 30 minutes after her starting 
signal will be scored Did Not Start (DNS). This alters rule A4. 

12.5  Where an inner distance mark is laid in conjunction 
with the committee boat, a boat shall not pass between it 
and the committee boat after her preparatory signal, treating 
the area as an obstruction. 

Sailing Instructions for the 
6 Hour Race at Rickmansworth Sailing Club 

14 July 2018 at 11:00  
1  Definitions 
The course board is the normal club board situated by the 
middle slipway. 

Instructions containing “shall” are deemed to be mandatory.  

The RSC PN list is the list of Portsmouth Yardstick Numbers 
and corrections held by the Sailing Secretary  

In two man boats, both helm and crew are deemed to be the 
boats crew. 

2  Rules 
Racing will be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing 2017 – 
2020  (RRS  the prescriptions of the RYA and class rules except 
as any of these are amended by these sailing instructions.  
The RRS will be changed as follows. 

 RRS 

 27.1  Course defined on the course board 
 40  Flag Y will not be flown 
 41  Outside assistance allowed 
 42  Not applicable in the change area 
 A4  5 minute late start =DNS 
 A7  Results for a tie 
3  Entries 
3.1  Entrants and authorised guests will be granted temporary 
membership of RSC during the period of the event and shall 
comply with any Club Rules and bylaws. 

3.2  A representative of the team shall complete the signing 
on form situated in the Clubhouse before the 
commencement of racing at 11:00am  

3.3   Personal buoyancy shall be worn at all times by any 
person in or on any type of craft racing or otherwise. 

Six Hour Race 
Saturday 14th July at 11:00 
The Six Hour (6 hour) Race is planned to 
start at 11:00 on Saturday 14th July 2018.  

• There is NO entry fee and entries can be 
made on the day, although it would help 
if names of team members are notified 
to Amy Francis by Monday 9th July. If you 
want to sail and are not part of a team, 
again, please advise Amy. 

• You will need a minimum of three helms 
for a singlehanded boat and a minimum 
of five for a double handed boat. 

• Would all Club members note that 
sailing instruction 3.3 requires that all 
persons afloat shall wear a PFD 
throughout the day. 

• Boats competing in the event shall only 
use the Firefly Pontoon. The I4 Pontoon 
is to be used for casual sailing and taking 
out visitors. 

• Further information can be obtained 
from David Hurst or on 01753 643645. 

mailto:amygadget@btinternet.com
mailto:davidhurst01753@gmail.com
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13  The Finish 
13.1  The finishing will be between the two finish line marker 
buoys after the 6 hour time limit has been reached or the 
course shortened 

13.2  Only helmsmen retiring are required to sign the 
declaration sheet after racing. 

13.3  The intention is to complete the 6 hours of the race. In 
the event of adverse conditions or unforeseen circumstances 
the event may be either finished early or suspended. In the 
event of suspension and subsequent resumption the finish 
will be at 19:00 hours. 

13.4  The ‘about to finish’ flag shall be flag ‘S’ accompanied by 
2 sound signals which shall be flown as the leading boat of 
the race passes the last mark of the round and she shall finish 
as she then crosses the line. All subsequent boats crossing 
the line shall then be finished. The course ends at the finish 
line when flag S is flying. 

14  Race scores 
14.1  The finishing positions will be determined by calculating 
an average lap time. 

14.2  The team results will be the sum of the two average 
times. 

14.3  The winning team will have the lowest points. 

14.4  In the event of a tie, the team with the leading boat 
shall be deemed the winner. This amends rule A7. 

14.5 If the races has been suspended and restarted the last 
complete lap times  will be added to the times of any 
subsequent laps. 

14.6  Any team member assisting with the ‘visitors team boat’ 
during their off the water time will be allocated additional 
points that will benefit their personal team. 

15  Protests 
Protest forms are available from the Race Officer’s box. When 
both parties agree it can be decided by arbitration and then 
accepting an exoneration penalty. If this is not acceptable a 
formal protest hearing will be organised. 

16  Outside assistance 
Rule 41 is changed in that: A boat may receive outside help 
from any source without penalty. However when the race 
committee or the safety boat operative considers that a boat 
or competitor is in difficulties it may instruct the boat or 
competitor to accept outside help, or sail ashore. 

17  Disclaimer of liability 
Rule 4 of the Racing rules of sailing states: 

’The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a 
race or to continue racing is hers alone.” Sailing is by its 
nature an unpredictable sport and therefore inherently 
involves an element of risk. By taking part in the event, each 
competitor agrees and acknowledges that: 

They are aware of the inherent element of risk involved in 
the sport and accept responsibility for the exposure of             
themselves, their crew and their boat to such inherent risk 
whilst taking part in the event; 

They are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, 
their boat and their other property whether afloat or ashore; 

They accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to 
the extent caused by their own actions or omissions; 

Their boat is in good order, equipped to sail in the event and 
they are fit to participate; 

The provision of a race management team, patrol boats and 
other officials and volunteers by the event organiser does not           
relieve them of their own responsibilities; 

The provision of patrol boat cover is limited to such 
assistance, particularly in extreme weather conditions, as can 
be practically provided in the circumstances; 

Their boat is adequately insured, with cover of at least 
£3million against third party claims. 

WHAT IS A  

‘BOATLE DRIVE’? 

It’s a great chance to have some fun 
with a simple game of chance for 

the whole family. 

Working in teams you’ll try to be 
the first to "build" a dinghy from 
parts earned by the roll of a die. 

The winning team at the end of the 
evening is the one to have scored 

most points. 

If you want you can read the rules 
here 

Adults 7.50     Under 12’s £ £5.00 

To find out how to book and pay 

 

http://www.rscsailing.org/documents/Boatle.pdf
http://www.rscsailing.org/socialEvent.php
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T he Club is not just open for Sunday Sailing, 
we have lots of days set aside for training 
and other events.  These days, many people 

have varied working schedules, such as the police 
and ambulance services. There are lots of 
organisations that operate around the clock. This 
means their 'time off' occurs mainly in the week. 

Well, members now can relax on the water during 
the week. The U3A (which is a social organisation)  
use our lake on a regular basis.  

Your Committee provides OOD coverage for each 
visit to our club. So if you want to 'chill out' join us 
on one of the following mid-week dates. 

The Club will be Open from 1300hrs to 1700hrs. 

Come for a sail or just sit and have a glass wine or 
a pint of Rebellion at only £3.50 a pint OR just 
come down and do a few jobs to help maintain the 
Club.                   

  

 

 

 Remaining Dates for 2018 are 

…… U3A is made up of people who are no longer in 
full time employment but who wish to continue 
learning new skills, or who are happy to share their 
skills with others.  No qualifications are sought or 
offered, and the watchword is ‘by the members for 
the members’. Our U3A Dinghy sailing group sails 
twice a month, on the second Tuesday and fourth 
Wednesday of the month, from 1pm to 5pm, from 
the end of April to the end of October, and we 
welcome members of RSC at these times, as we 
provide safety boat cover.  

Currently there are more than 30 names on the 
U3A membership register, with an average 
attendance of 14. We have the use of the club 
boats, some of which can take three people, so 
everyone is guaranteed an afternoon’s sailing, with 
the more experienced helping those with less 
experience. The first part of the session is normally 
devoted to tuition and practice, and then after a 
break for tea and cake, we set up a simple 

Tuesday July 10th
 Wednesday July 25th

 

Tuesday August 7th
 Wednesday August 22nd

 

Tuesday September 11th  Wednesday September 26th
 

Tuesday October 9th
 Wednesday October 24th

 

triangular course so that those who feel more 
confident can have a go at racing techniques. 

We have not had to cancel any of our sessions so 
far this season, although on the first day of the 
new sailing year, at the end of April, the weather 
conditions were very gusty and several boats 
capsized – good practice for our safety team.  On 
the next session, there was less wind but we still 
had one dinghy tip up. Those who fell in found the 
water surprisingly warm, and they will not have to 
do a capsize drill later in the season! 

We will be holding our 
midsummer BAR-B-Q, after 
sailing, on Tuesday 10th July, so 
please let Wendy Barnes know if 
you would like to join us. The 
cost is ten pounds, payable on 
the day. 

For more information, please contact 
Judith  Young. 

Saturday 30th June also saw us hosting  some 
open water training exercise for the RLSS. They 
have taken advantage of our water for many years 
now and train both youngsters and adults in the 
art of Life Saving in a water environment.  

This picture shows some members of the Potters 
Bar Branch about to jump into the lake. 
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O ur sea-sailing activities this year started off with a DaySail on the 24th May, aboard 

Merrilyn, a 62 foot Ocean Schooner.  She is based in Universal Marina, on the River 

Hamble, from where we set off soon after 10am, with 12 of us on board, together with four 

qualified crew. 

Once we were out of the Hamble and into Southampton 

Water, we were able to hoist the sails and head off for the 

Western Solent. The weather was rather dull 

unfortunately, with light winds and cloudy skies and some 

light rain later on but most participants enjoyed the 

experience and said they just liked being out on the water. 

There are more photos here  

Then, in mid-June a small group of us embarked on a trip aboard the cruising 

catamaran Scott Bader. Four of us joined our skipper John on the Monday 

afternoon in Port Solent marina, at the top end of Portsmouth Harbour, with 

the ambition of crossing The Channel. We had intended to make that passage 

last year but adverse weather conditions forced a change of plan. 

Fortunately, the weather was much improved this year. We started with a 

short sail down to Gosport to stay there overnight. At first light, we set off and 

sailed along the Eastern Solent then out into the English Channel. 

The catamaran was well equipped with modern navigation aids, which kept us 

informed about the position and course of shipping and other small craft in the 

area, even before they became visible. In a choppy sea with light and variable 

winds, the conditions were rather uncomfortable at times and often the 

engines were needed to ensure we reached the Cherbourg peninsular in 

daylight. 

Our first night on foreign soil was spent in Saint Vaast, an attractive 

small fishing port, east of Cherbourg. We spent the second night in 

Cherbourg, including a walk around the old town and enjoyed an 

excellent meal in one of the port’s many fish restaurants. 

On the Thursday, we made the return passage to the UK in fast sailing 

conditions, often attaining 9 or 10 knots, then rounded The Needles 

into the Western Solent and on into the marina in Yarmouth, Isle of 

Wight. On the Friday, we sailed back to Port Solent. 

 

There are more photos here  

 

Other plans for this year include a DaySail on the same 

catamaran in late July, another day out in early September, 

probably on Merrilyn and then a small group of us are booked to 

go sailing in SE Spain in early October. 

 

Martin Rogers 

MartinR@gmx.co.uk 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/147800655@N05/sets/72157693896710442/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kaperhqfutrdpof/AABgpipuVAvqywkMaQ30TPPwa?dl=0
mailto:MartinR@gmx.co.uk
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easyfundraising – why ME? 

Some of the newer members may wonder what Easy 
Fundraising is all about.  I’m sure you’ve seen 
something about easyfundraising …….. and passed onto 
the next article. However, it’s time to re-focus, and read 
this, so you know what RSC are missing. 

easyfundraising has a link to your normal internet 
shopping websites. It doesn’t cost you anything, apart 
from a few grey cells in remembering to use it before 
you do internet shopping. Yes, it’s that easy, and you 
can soon add valuable funds to RSC through your 
shopping. Invite friends and family so that they can add 
to our rebuilding or boat fund. 
Do you shop for groceries on-line? Go through 
easyfundraising first and you’ll soon rack up the 
donations – I managed a £3 donation from Sainsbury's 
for a £60 shop. Booking your holiday – same, thing; 
I received a £20 donation to RSC when I booked my 
2018 holiday. Home insurance or car insurance due? 
After you’ve checked out the comparison websites, go 
through easyfundraising and obtain a substantial 
reward for the Club.  

Login through this link   

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/WR9ZU2/ 
to start collecting valuable donations for the Club. 

Change the way you shop,  
do it on line to help us with our fundraising efforts. 

Thank you for your support. 

Tim and the Committee 

£147.33 

Has been raised so far 

Through the AVIVA Community 

Fund, we recently received £300 

for the purchase of junior 

wetsuits. We now have these 

for use when training. 

Care should obviously be taken 

when wearing these and they 

should be cleaned after use. 

Instructions on how to do this 

can be found by clicking here or 

in the DOCUMENTS section on 

our web site. 

Working Party  

Saturday 21st July,  
09:00 - 13:00 

The list of jobs will be             
e-mailed later. 

In Memorium 

Some of you will remember Beryl 

Coombs who along with her husband 

Norman, joined us from Kingsmead SC a 

few years ago. Sadly, Beryl passed away 

recently. 

Our thoughts are with Norman at this sad 

time and we have passed on our 

condolences to him. 

We hope that Norman will continue to 

come to the Club and enjoy our 

friendship. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/WR9ZU2/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rickmansworthsailing/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rickmansworthsailing/
http://www.rscsailing.org/wetsuitCare.php
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I t was great to see so many at the Trojans session last Saturday - expertly organised by 

Claudia - at our peak we had 25 youngsters! The afternoon 

started with a Treasure Hunt and finished off with quite a lot of 

time in the water. 

I will be running the next session, to be held on 

SATURDAY  7th  JULY, it will be largely water based 

(weather permitting) so do bring your wet gear and some spare clothes.  

The BBQ will be up and running, so if you come 

down for 12 noon, bring some food to BBQ or a 

picnic, although we may have a supply of 

burgers and buns in reserve, use the bar and 

enjoy the Club before the session starts!  

If you will be attending then please drop me an email 

at brionybrock@rscsailing.org so we can have an idea of 

numbers!  Alternatively, join our Teamer page and share your 

availability there at http://tinyurl.com/y8mmq39t   

All our younger members 

are welcome along with 

their parents. If any parents 

can offer their help please let me know by sending me an 

email. 

                       Briony 

The next session will be on the 7th July, we hope to see you there.. 

mailto:brionybrock@rscsailing.org
http://tinyurl.com/y8mmq39t
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RSC Electronic Documents 

Clicking on each image below will give you 
access to the electronic version of these 

Club documents.  

Any changes will be reflected in the 
electronic version of each document. 

But before you turn the main 
electricity switch OFF, would you 
please turn the lights, fridges and 
any other electrical appliance OFF.  

If you do not, then whoever switches 
on has to go round and do it, they 

often forget, so we use electricity for 
no reason and waste money! 

S ome members may have skills which we are 
unaware of and may possibly be of use in 

various activities coming up over the next year. 
For example, we now have kitchen fitters, 
electricians, fundraisers and carpenters amongst 
our members. Plus many other trade skills. If you 
feel that you have a particular skill or some 
knowledge that can be put to good use that would 
be a benefit to YOUR CLUB, please send that 
information to: 

petertobin@lowerroadsigns.co.uk 

Key Rings, 

obtainable 

from the 

Bar 

We are pleased to be able to tell you that 
we now have a new stock of Club keys. 

You can get these from the bar in 

exchange for £16 a key.  
These are a special security key which can 

only be cut in certain places. 

http://online.flipbuilder.com/rzgo/kcnv/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/rzgo/xmvx/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/rzgo/depm/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/rzgo/soba/
mailto:petertobin@lowerroadsigns.co.uk

