Commodore’s Comments
The winter is characterised by the majority of
members staying in the warm of home and watching
the snow fall outside. For a few odd souls, your
Commodore included, the winter is the time to put on
extra layers of thermals and set off round the winter
racing circuit. The season starts at Draycote, Rugby, in
mid-November, followed by Datchet in early
December. Early January sees the Bloody Mary at
Queen Mary and the Tiger Trophy in mid-February at
Rutland. Finishing with events in the Lea valley and at
Oxford in March. This winter all but one event has
been cancelled, where the Commodore finished well
down the fleet in sub-trapezing conditions. The lonely
figure of the Commodore has been spotted, when
checking all was well at the club, staring forlornly
across the lake as the snow was blown across the
lake.
The summer is coming again and with it the prospect
of a return to sailing. With luck the first Sunday in
April, Easter Sunday, will see us returning to the lake.
I hope to see many of you making use of the club over
the summer as the Covid-19 restrictions are slowly
lifted. No doubt once the restrictions to move around
and meet people are lifted many of us will have
people to see and places to go. It will be worth
remembering that oasis of calm that is Troy Lake. Just
the spot for unwinding and relaxing.
Over the autumn and winter, the lockdown has made
it difficult to progress many projects on site. The
committee has been pushing forward those that were
permitted under the regulations in force. Hopefully
you will appreciate the things we have managed to
do.

New gate
The first change that you will come across is the new
entrance gate. This is intended to make the site safer
when nobody is there. If you remember to close the
gates when you come onto the site then the car park
will be secure. We would like the gates to be kept
closed at all times, except in the middle of the day on
Saturdays and Sundays when there will be plenty of
people on the site and cars will continuously be going
in and out. It is amazing the number of people that
have no reason to be on our land who feel that they
are free to bring their cars along the track. Last
Sunday I had to ask the drivers of three vehicles to
leave before I could lock all of the barriers. We also
regularly have walkers and cyclists who fail to
understand that walking through 8-foot security
gates is probably a sign that there is no public right of
way.

Having installed our first security cameras during the
first lockdown. We discovered the potential value of
having them. Those first cameras were done on a
tight budget and gave us the capability of monitoring
the site remotely. We also discovered the limitations
of budget cameras. Over the winter we had proper
security cameras installed. The first one that will see

you, records everyone coming and going along the
track inside the new gates.

It has also been doubling up as a workshop with a
number of boats being put undercover to allow work
to be carried out. It had been hoped that by now the
work on the new workshop would have been
completed. Unfortunately, the lock down stopped all
the on-site development work.

Lakeside changes.

Marquee
The second change that you will come across is our
new marquee which currently resides on the grass
next to the club house.

We purchased this to solve two problems. The first
problem was Covid-19 related in that we are not able
to use the club house. During the summer last year
having to be outside was not particularly a problem.
But through the autumn it became increasingly clear
that for the winter sailors the lack of covid-19 secure
shelter was making life difficult. A marquee with no
sides and acting as a large umbrella complied with the
regulations and allowed people to stay dry and
socially distanced. As it turned out we have not been
able to use the site for four months because of the
lockdown. With the club opening in the near future
the umbrella will continue to be useful until such time
that we are able to reopen the club house.
The second problem that the marquee solves is the
need for more covered space when we are running
events, open days and outreach activities. The club
house is great for normal club activities, but it can
become over crowded when we have lots of people
on site. The marquee will allow us to set up focal
points for people outside where we have more room.

The final change you will
spot are changes we are
making along the Lake
side. Last summer a
number of people raised
concerns
about
difficulties in using the
slipways and pontoons.
This matter was also
raised at the AGM. We
have made a number of
changes that we hope will
make things easier for
everyone. The most
obvious change is to the
two long pontoons which
have lost their hammer ends. These have been joined
together to form a new 17m pontoon which is
currently moored along the bank at the southern end
of the compound. More about why it is there later.

The access to the pontoon in front of the boat shed
has been improved with a handrail down the steps
and a new wider ramp with handrail onto the
pontoon. This should make life easier for those a little
less steady on their feet, particularly our U3A users.
We are also looking to make it easier to access the
other long pontoon. The last improvement is a series
of floats that have been positioned along the edge of
the hard standing areas that are currently covered in
water. These will allow people to judge where the

edge is. Hopefully these changes will make it easier
for everyone.

kitchen to the end of the build. This will allow us to
use the bar and club room as one continuous area.
We are also moving many of the external doors to
improve the flow of people in the event of a fire.

Refurbishment
As was mentioned earlier the lockdown has caused all
of the on-site work to stop. So, we have not made
much progress on the workshop and the storage for
the safety boats. Both projects remain high priority
for us and work will restart as soon as the Covid-19
regulations permit.
Some people have been busy over the winter
preparing our second planning application for the
renovation of the club house. A year ago, your
committee agreed to use a two-stage approach to get
the plans approved for the renovation of the club
house. Stage one was to test our ability to put
together all of the documents required for a planning
application. Our location between the river and the
lake plus the existence of protected species in the
area mean that it is not a simple process. We were
successful in getting that first application through,
which covered the replacement of the windows. The
second stage will cover the rest of the building.

The floor plan shows what we are intending to do.
Most of the back area will undergo major changes
with the toilets and changing rooms being completely
changed. The other big change will be moving the

For those members with very long memories, you will
be able to recall a time when it was possible to sit on
the beach area at the southern end of the compound.
This became somewhat overgrown some years ago
when a reduction in the number of boats on the site
freed up the grass area next to the club house for
people to use. Then a couple of years ago we raised
the water level slightly to help suppress the summer
weeds which made the area permanently
waterlogged and often under water. With the
increase in boats using the lake we need to bring that
area back into proper use. Robert Liddell has been
leading the planning of this renovation. In brief we
will raise the beach area by 300mm which will mean
that it is dry almost all of the time. The new 17m
pontoon will be anchored perpendicular to the beach
which will allow people to tie up safely in all wind
directions. The southern slipway will be capped with
a flexible concrete surface which will eliminate the
current difficulties on that slipway.

This is what Barry Steel thinks it will look like.

has been a tremendous teacher of young and older
sailors alike. Working quietly and effectively to
support the club through good times and bad, he has
influenced changes that have seen a 40% increase in
membership in the last decade. The club is thriving
today, in large part due to his efforts.
Paul received his award from Vice Admiral Sir Alan
Richards, Deputy Lord-Lieutenant for Hertfordshire at
an on-line event in January. A recording of the event
can be found on the club website.

In celebration
Paul Johnson has been awarded one of the Royal
Yachting Association’s (RYA) most prestigious awards,
a “Lifetime Commitment Award”, in recognition of his
commitment to sailing at Rickmansworth Sailing Club.
Paul has been a stalwart of Rickmansworth Sailing
Club for nearly 25 years, having taken on two stints as
Commodore, as well as serving as Membership
Secretary, Club Secretary, Solo Class Captain and
other roles, always exercising due diligence and
diplomacy.

An Assistant Dinghy Instructor and a Club Racing
Coach with the RYA First Aid qualification, he is always
there when needed and is never afraid to ‘get his
hands dirty’ for the good of the club. He has even
worked as caretaker and groundsman, prompting his
wife to comment that he never had time to do odd
jobs at home because he was always doing them at
the club.
Friendly, approachable and dependable, Paul has
promoted the club brilliantly at external events and

At this event the club posthumously awarded the Rob
Atkins Trophy for Sportsmanship to Peter de
Schulthess. This award is made to people who make a
commitment to the club over and above the norm.
Peter threw himself into the life of the club
particularly helping with training despite his heart
condition.

Over the top
“It rained and it rained and it rained. Piglet told
himself that never in all his life, and he was goodness
knows how old – three, was it, or four? – never had
he seen so much rain. Days and days and days.”
These words aptly sum up the situation at the end of
January when we had weeks of what felt like
continuous rain. The river Colne broke over the bank
at the back of the club house. The water level was not
quite high enough to get into any part of the club
house, nor did we get any water flowing across the
split
from
the
river
into
the
lake.

The bridge was at one point completely underwater
and one needed wellington boots to get into the
compound. At the extreme southern end of the
compound, we had water flowing over the base for
the new rib storage and down the slip into the lake.
The lake was about 600mm above its normal levels.

This caused one of the pontoons to float clear of its
securing system. This required it to be partially
dismantled to get it back on station.

The flooding caused one other problem – Raw
Sewage. The Thames Water sewage treatment plant
that is further up the valley could not cope with all of
the water that was being brought into their facility by
the rain flowing into drains. This resulted in the
release of raw sewage into the river Colne. Something
that is permitted by their operating licence. The result
is a black sludge that has blanketed the gravel bed at
the bottom of the river. Thames Water has been out
to look at the situation along the section of river that
runs through our grounds. We are told that the sludge
will disperse naturally over a period of a few weeks.
The photo shows the situation at the beginning of
March with the gravel bed reappearing at the edge of
the
river.

Step 1 (no earlier than 1st April): Outdoor sports
facilities can reopen, allowing individuals to go sailing.
Subject to the rule of six limiting social gatherings.
Formally organised outdoor sports for adults can
restart, subject to appropriate social distancing. This
should allow us to restart racing on a Sunday in the
same format as we used last summer. The club house
will need to remain closed except for the toilets,
which will be restricted to one person at a time. The
bar will remain closed, even for the serving of drinks
outdoors.
Step 2 (no earlier than 12th April): The bar can reopen
for outdoor table service (Steve Forrester has assured
us he will be our waiter).
Step 3 (no earlier than 17th May): We may be able to
open some or all of the club house. This is very
dependent on regulations that have yet to be
published.
Step 4 (no earlier than 21st June): Removal of all
restrictions.
What happens and when is very dependent on as yet
unpublished government regulations. So please do
not assume that things will play out exactly as
described above.
We think that sailing will be able to happen from the
beginning of April and that we will be able to organise
limited racing from Sunday 4th April. We think that
racing will need to be limited to two races on a
Sunday until after the 21st June. There is unlikely to be
any Wednesday evening racing until then. Until all of
the social restrictions are removed, we will need to
operate the club on a completely voluntary basis. To
allow us to operate as safely as possible we will be
looking for four volunteers each week:

Covid-19

●

The Government has published its plan on how the
country will emerge from the current lockdown and
reinstate a more normal national life. Unsurprisingly,
sailing was not specifically mentioned in the
documents so far released. But we can make an
educated guess of what might happen based on
previous experience.

●
●
●

Saturday afternoon (1pm-5pm) safety boat
cover.
Race officer (Sunday 10.30-end of racing)
Sunday morning (10.30-end racing) safety
boat cover
Sunday afternoon (2pm-6pm) safety boat
cover.

You will be able to sign up to these on the Dutyman
website. Details of how to do this will be sent out

later. If you would like to volunteer but think that you
need some training please let a member of the
committee know so that we can arrange something.

Normality returns
From the 21st June (at the earliest) we hope to be able
to return to our normal sailing programme as
published in the club handbook. This will include
Wednesday evening racing and BBQ, three races on a
Sunday, Trojan’s once a month on a Saturday and may
be some RYA training. The issue for all of us will be
the need to catch up on 18 months of socialising and
visits. In normal times we would allocate everyone a
number of duties each year via the Dutyman website,
and then let people swap. Given how busy many of us
are likely to be through the summer this system is
unlikely to work well. We will continue to use a
voluntary system until the end of the summer sailing
period.

You can then enter the details on this page

Please make an effort to volunteer to help run the
club. If you need any training to do a duty, either
safety boat or race officer, please let the commodore
or sailing secretary know. We will be organising
training sessions over the summer for all that want
them.
We will be hosting three open events during the
summer. The Solo fleet will be visiting us on Saturday
22nd May, the Fireflys will be with us on the 12th June
and the classic 14s will be with us on the 12th and 13th
of June.
Finally: we are considering running a club wide social
event in September alongside the Barts Bash event
which we will be participating in. More details will
follow nearer the time.

Log your visit
The government continues to require that we record
people visiting and using the club site as part of the
fight against Covid-19. So please can everyone make
sure that they record every visit to the club on the
club’s website.

Club Boats
Club boats may now be used once we restart sailing
in April, but that is subject to booking the boat you
want to use and observing the conditions for doing so.
There are new menu options on the club web site so
that you can access the booking system or you can
use
this
link
http://www.rscsailing.org/boatBookingCalendar.php

WhatsApp Group
If you have a question about the club, need some help
or just want to know what is happening the clubs
popular “whatsapp” page might be the thing to join.
We currently have 50 members regularly
communicating via the app. You can join at
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LoMgvL5wiLWC0tfundnKC1

